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Cancer is not a new disease. The fossilized remains of animals and ancient

human bones indicate that it has been around for thousands of years.

Only in this century has fundamental scientific research provided the

genetic , cellular , chemical , and technological means to detect , diagnose,

and treat cancers. Because of improvements in treatment , the frequency of

deaths from cancers of the uterus , colon and rectum , and stomach have

declined over the last two decades.

At current rates , over 1.5 million Americans will develop cancer annually.

Over 500,000 die each year ; that is one death per minute. In most cases ,

cancer is a disease of middle and later life. Many cancer deaths , especially

those resulting from sunlight , smoking , and alcohol consumption , can be

prevented through changes in personal behavior. Many more can be prevented

by means of early recognition and treatment.
